ADOPTED – APRIL 15, 2025

AGENDA ITEM NO. 25

Introduced by the Human Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE INGHAM COUNTY’S PARTICIPATION IN THE SOLARIZE PROGRAM AND IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE GREAT LAKES RENEWABLE ENERGY ASSOCIATION

RESOLUTION #25 – 190

WHEREAS, Ingham County is committed to achieving emissions reduction and sustainability objectives in alignment with Resolution #20-301, which declared a climate emergency for Ingham County, and Resolution #21-210, which declared Ingham County’s commitment to climate justice; and 

WHEREAS, Great Lakes Renewable Energy Association (GLREA) is a non-profit organization with a mission to promote the use of renewable energy in Michigan through member empowerment, advocacy, education, and strategic collaboration; and  

WHEREAS, GLREA works towards its mission through three program areas including providing regional energy fairs for public education about renewable energy systems, organizing community meetings to demonstrate the economic benefits of renewable energy, and collaborating with local and state officials to build support for renewable energy; and

WHEREAS, Solarize is a program administered by GLREA in collaboration with community partners including but not limited to local municipalities and solar installers; and

WHEREAS, the Solarize program is a community model of educating homeowners in the form of local events featuring presentations, testimonials, as well as a group-buy-based discount with a solar installer to reduce the price of purchasing solar; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County’s participation in Solarize programming is expected to aid in providing support to residents in learning and planning to install residential solar systems and in building partnerships with other institutions to utilize regional expertise and resources to meet shared goals at no cost to the County; and

WHEREAS, on March 19, 2025, the Ingham County Environmental Affairs Commission voted to recommend that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners consider pursuing a partnership with GLREA to participate in Solarize programming; and

WHEREAS, the participation of Ingham County in Solarize programming is anticipated to aid in advancing the County's efforts toward reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes the County's participation in Solarize programming in partnership with the Great Lakes Renewable Energy Association.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes the Board Chairperson to sign any necessary documents that are consistent with this resolution and approved as to form by the County Attorney.
HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Tennis, Cahill, Trubac, Willis, Ruest

          Nays:  Schafer   
Absent:  Morgan     
 
Approved 04/07/25
